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Farmer suicides have turned out to be a

major socio-economic concern in India that has

resulted in profound implications on the quality

of life of farmers. According to the United

Nat ions C ommiss ion on Sustainable

Development (UNCSD), one farmer committed

suicide every 32 minutes between 1997 and 2005

in India. The prominent causes recognized for

farmers' suicides were bankruptcy or

indebtedness (20.6 per cent), 'family problems'

(20.1 per cent), failure of crops (16.8 per cent),

illness (13.2 per cent) and drug abuse/alcoholic

addiction (4.9 per cent) (National Crime

Records Bureau, 2015).

Farmers feel a repeated sense of

hopelessness due to the loss of crops, income,

land and even the loss of a way of life. Another

factor that increases suicides is the potential for

social isolation due to reasons like the loss of

communities as well as geographical

remoteness. The lack of access to mental health

services in rural areas and the stigma attached to

treatment is also a contributing factor.

Depression arising from exposure to

agricultural chemicals/pesticides may increase

the risk for mood disorders and ultimately

suicide.

The Situation Assessment Surveys of the

National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO,

2013) has reconfirmed the worsening situation

CHAPTER-I

Table 1.1: Number of suicides and indebtedness in major suicide prone States of India

of farm households which indicated that about

51.9 per cent of the farm households in India are

indebted. Indebtedness is highest in AP (93%),

followed by Telangana (89%), Tamil Nadu

(82%), Karnataka (77%) and Rajasthan (62%)

(Table 1). It is to note that NSSO in its 59th round

survey has revealed that given the choice, 40 per

cent farmers will quit farming because it is not

profitable, risky and it lacks social status (NSSO,

2005). Interestingly, indebted farmers have

taken higher credit from institutional sources

(60%) as compared to the non-institutional

sources (40%) (NSSO, 2013).

The Intelligence Bureau in its report to

the Modi government had said that there is an

upward trend in the number of farmers resorting

to the extreme measure of suicide in States like

Maharashtra, Telangana, Karnataka and Punjab.

The report also stated that the main reason for

incidences like these was due to both natural and

manmade factors: "While natural factors like

uneven rains, hailstorms, droughts and floods

adversely affect crop yield, manmade factors

such as pricing policies and inadequate

marketing facilities result in post-yield

losses."(GoI, 2014)

The following five States together accounted for

89.5 per cent of the total farmer suicides (5,056

out of 5,650) reported in the country in the year

2014(National Crime Records Bureau,2015).

INTRODUCTION

State
Number of

Suicides in 2014

% of farmer Suicides

to all India total in

2014

% of indebted

farm HH to total

farm HH 2012-13

Maharashtra 2,568 45.5 57.3

Telangana 898 15.9 89.1
Madhya Pradesh 826 14.6 45.7

Chhattisgarh 443 7.8 37.2
Karnataka 321 5.7 77.3

Total 5056 89.5 51.9
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Table 2.4: Seasons and their periods in Madhya Pradesh

Monsoon

0

0

0 0

0 0

Table 2.5: Ongoing agriculture and rural development programme in M. P.

Central Government Sponsored Programme

1 National Food Security Mission (NFSM)

2 National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)

3 National Oilseed and Oil-palm Mission (NMOOP)

4 National Mission on Agriculture Extension and Technology (NMAET)

5 Rastiya Krishi Vikash Yojna (RKVY)

6 Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna (PMKSY)

7 Paramparagat Krishi Vikash Yojna (PKVY)

8 National e-Governance Plan (NeGPA)

9 Soil Health Card Yojna (Central)

1 Annapurna and Surajdhara Yojna

2 Balram Tal Yojna

3 National Bio-Gass Yojna

4 Rastriya Krishi Bima Yojna

5 Nalkup-khanan and State Micro-Irrigation Mission

6 Woman Participation Plan (MAPWA) and Profit Scheme

7 ATMA

8 Soil Testing and Soil Health Card Yojna

9 Agriculture Extension through Information and Communication Technology

10 Chief Minister Farm Visit Yojna

11 Quality Control and Testing Laboratories

12 Pilot project for Agro-climatic region

13 Farmers Friend Training Scheme

14 0 % crop loan
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